
Temple Sholom-Nitzanim Curriculum-Ilene Cohen 

Curriculum for Nitzanim Religious School-Temple Sholom 

Kindergarten-7th Grade 
 

By the end of 7th grade we want our learners to… 
 

Goals:  
-Find value, relevance, and meaning in Judaism through meaningful exploration and 
learning. 
-To translate the learning and experiences from Nitzanim into a Jewish value driven way 
of living their daily lives. 
-Create a Jewish community within Nitzanim and Temple Sholom 
 

Objectives: Learners will be able to 
 

Hebrew: 
-Decode any tefillot presented to them 

-Understand the main ideas and concepts of the Friday night and Saturday morning 
services 

-Identify key Hebrew words based on shorashim within tefillot 
-Find personal kavanah and meaning from key prayers  
-Write and read Hebrew script 
 

Torah: 
-Confidently navigate an Etz Hayim Humash in order to follow the Torah and Haftorah 
readings 

-Comprehend, analyze and critique the weekly parsha in order to connect it to daily life 
lessons 

-Conceptualize the composition of the tanakh (Torah, Nevi’im, K’tuvim) 
 

Holidays: 
-Recognize the Jewish calendar and know when holidays occur within the Jewish year 
and where the historical reference is for each holiday within Jewish text 
-Know symbols, rituals, mitzvot and customs that are associated with each Jewish 
holiday in order to celebrate each holiday in a meaningful way 

-Create a Jewish home, with the help of their families, based on the learned values 
associated with the Jewish Holidays. 
 

Israel: 
-Love and have a connection with Israel through Jewish texts, media, personal stories, 
history and current events. 
-Understand Israel’s complexities and that there are more than one perspective to every 
experience 

-Locate Israel on a world map and important cities and places within Israel 
-Identify and appreciate the different types of people that make up Israel society 

-Comprehend how Israel’s government works 
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God: 
-Discuss, develop and create their own personal meanings of God as it changes and 
evolves  
 

Community: 
-Feel a connection to their grade level class and larger Nitzanim community 

-Develop friendships with fellow classmates, teachers, Director of Youth Education & 
Engagement, Rabbi and Cantor 
-Connect to our warm, vibrant, and egalitarian Conservative Jewish community at 
Temple Sholom 
 

Break Down of Curriculum by Grade: 
 

Lens to learn Through by Grade: I = learner, us = learners 

Learners will join our program at different entry points. Therefore there are specific 
goals and objectives that will be carried from grade to grade as additional goals and 
objectives are set for each particular grade. 
 

Kindergarten: Breishit-Beginning to Explore through Jewish symbols 

 What does it mean to be Jewish? 

 What is a symbol and what makes it Jewish?  

How do I make meaning out of the different Jewish rituals?  
 

Hebrew/Siddur:  
Goals: 
-To understand Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people and it has an alphabet just 
like the ABC. 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel 
 

Objectives:  
 -Identify Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

 -Participate in weekly tefillah, mock Shabbat and Hebrew through movement 
 

Torah: 
Goals: 
-To understand that the Torah is the central text of Judaism.  

-To know the key biblical figures and stories lines from Breisheit and Shemot 
 

Objectives: 
 -Identify all of the matriarchs and patriarchs  
 -Summarize verbally and/or visually what happened in the stories of Breishit and 

 Shemot 
 

Holidays:  
Goal: To explore the Jewish holidays through symbols 
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Objectives: 
 -Connect each symbol to the holiday that it represents 

 -Articulate the different symbols associated with each holiday through  
appearance, use and importance 

 -Sequentially arrange in order the Jewish holidays from Rosh Hashanah to  
Shavuot + Shabbat 

 

Israel:  
Goals:  
-To understand that there is a Jewish homeland called Israel.  
-To learn about the important defining symbols of Israel. 
-To explore the questions and interests learners have about Israel 
 

Objectives:  

Create the Israeli Flag and have a general idea of Hatikvah and of the Israeli  
map (4 directions: Yama (ocean-west), Kedma (vineyards to the east), Tzafona  
(north), Negba (desert to the south) & Jerusalem as the capital) 

 

God:   

Goal: To understand that there is one God 
 

Objectives: 
Conceptualize the belief that there is one God 

 

1st Grade: Jewish & Me 
 What does it mean to be Jewish? 

What does it mean to live Jewishly? 
  

 

Hebrew/Siddur:   
Goals: 
-To understand Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people and it has an alphabet just 
like the ABC with a specific order. 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel 
 

Objectives: 
 -Identify Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

-Organize the Hebrew letters in alphabetical order 
-Participate in weekly tefillah, mock Shabbat and Hebrew through movement 

 

Torah: 
Goals:  
-To understand that the Torah is the central text of Judaism.  

-To know the key biblical figures and stories lines from Breishit and Shemot and the 
‘original’ family tree 
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Objectives: 
 -Identify all of the matriarchs and patriarchs and place them in a family tree like 

 my family tree 

 -Summarize verbally and/or visually what happened in the stories of Breisheit  
and Shemot 

 -Articulate what story is associated with each biblical character 
 

Holidays:  
Goal:To explore the Jewish holidays through symbols and bring those symbols into 
their homes. 
 

Objectives: 
-Connect each symbol to the holiday that it represents 

 -Articulate the different symbols associated with each holiday through  
appearance, use and importance 

 -Sequentially arrange in order the Jewish holidays from Rosh Hashanah to  
Shavuot + Shabbat 

 -Integrate learned symbols as part of their home celebrations for each holiday 
 

Israel:  
Goals:  
-To understand that there is a Jewish homeland called Israel and it also my homeland 

-To learn about the important defining symbols of Israel. 
-To explore the questions and interests learners have about Israel 
 

Objectives: 
-Instill the meaning behind the Israeli Flag and have a general idea of Hatikvah 
and of the Israeli map 

 -Establish the meaning behind the symbols of the kotel and the olive branch and  
the menorah, and its connection as part of the symbol of Israel 

 -Locate the following cities on the Israeli Map: Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Bersheva,  
Haifa & Tiberius 

 

God:   

Goals: To understand that there is one God 
 

Objectives:  
-Conceptualize the belief that there is one God and that God is part of me 

 

2nd Grade: Community 

 What is community and why is it important? 

 How do we define our Jewish community? 

 Who and what makes up our community and how are we connected to them? 
 

Hebrew/Siddur: 
Goals: 
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-To understand Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people and it has an alphabet just 
like the ABC with a specific order. 
-To know that Hebrew is a living language both as conversational Hebrew in Israel and 
through prayer 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel 
 

Objectives: 
-Identify Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

 -Identify Hebrew vowels and their sound  
 -Combine vowels and letters to make combinations 

-Organize the Hebrew letters in alphabetical order 
-Demonstrate that Hebrew is a living language through Hebrew Through  
Movement 
-Participate in weekly tefillah, mock Shabbat and Hebrew through movement 

 

Torah:  
Goals: 
-To understand that the Torah is the central text of Judaism.  

-To explore how the people of Israel became community from Bereishit to D’varim 
 

Objectives: 
-For each parsha, learners will be able to retell the story in their own words,  
participate in experiential activities that connect the parasha to their personal  
lives, and explore the parsha in small groups to build community within kita bet 

 

Holidays:  
Goal:  
-To understand the order of the Jewish holidays and which Jewish months correlate 
with each holiday. 
- To explore the rituals and customs of each Jewish holiday from Rosh Hashanah to 
Shavuot + Shabbat and how we can incorporate them into our community celebrations 
of Jewish holidays  
 

Objectives: 
-Review the symbols associated with each holiday and the order of the Jewish  
year 
-Illustrate the Jewish months and the main holidays that correlate with each  
month 

-Experience rituals and customs for each Jewish holiday(including Shabbat) in 
class and at Temple Sholom community celebrations 

 

Israel: 
Goals:  
-To explore the geographical location and physical makeup of the Land of Israel 
-To connect the biblical Israel to the modern state of Israel through Giburim 

-To return to the importance of the land through an environmental lens 
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-To explore a day in the life of an Israeli child 
 

Objectives: 
 -Pinpoint Israel on a world map 

 -Identify the different geographical landmarks (Mediterranean Sea, Lake  
Kinneret, Jordan River, Dead Sea, Read Sea, Mt. Hermon, Mitzpeh Ramon) 

 -Realize that Moses brought the people to the Land of Israel in biblical times and  
that Ben Gurion helped to establish the modern state of Israel while Ben Yehuda  
established  
-Hebrew as a living language 

 -Connect with the land of Israel through the importance of taking care of Israel’s  
natural resources through planting trees, farming, water and the technology that  
has helped the desert bloom 

 -Cultivate a relationship with the daily life of children in Israel  
 

Synagogue Community: 
Goals: 
-To familiarize themselves with our synagogue through the exploration of the space, 
people and rituals that make up the Temple Sholom community 
 

Objectives: 
-Interact with the synagogue (people, place, ritual objects) in a hands on way 

-Recall information about the synagogue space, community and ritual objects  
through a building scavenger hunt 

 

God:  
Goal: To explore where God is in our lives and our community 
 

Objectives: 
 Identify through pictures where they feel/experience God in their lives and in our  

community 
  

3rd Grade: Middot-Jewish Values 

 What is a value and it’s purpose according to us? 

 How do we define Jewish values for us? 

 What Jewish values are present in our community, in our practice and in our daily 
 lives? Why? 
 

Hebrew/Siddur: 
Goals: 
-To understand Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people and it has an alphabet just 
like the ABC with a specific order.  
-Instill in learners that through mastery of decoding and writing in cursive letter vowel 
combinations they can learn Hebrew words to help them participate in prayer, Hebrew 
Through Movement, and create a Hebrew vocabulary 
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-To know that Hebrew is a living language both as conversational Hebrew in Israel and 
through prayer 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel 
 

Objectives: 
-Identify/Review Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

 -Identify/Review Hebrew vowels and their sound  
 -Organize the Hebrew letters in alphabetical order 
 -Combine vowels and letters to make syllables and Hebrew words 

-Demonstrate that Hebrew is a living language utilizing Hebrew Through  
Movement 
-Write in Hebrew script  
-Participate in weekly tefillah and Hebrew through movement 
-Lead the following prayers, blessings and songs:  

  Ot La’Baot: 
  -Shabbat Candle Lighting/Kiddush/Hand Washing/Motzi for Shabbat 
  -Mah Tovu 

  -Shema 

  -Barchu 

  -V’zot Ha’Torah 

  -Etz Haim He 

  -Ain Kelohainu 

  -Modeh Ani 
  -Mah Nishtanah 
 

  In Addition: 
  -Friday Night Kiddish 

  -Yotzer Or 
  -Birchot Ha’shachar formula 

  -Hatikvah 

  -Shalom Alechem  
  -Order of Seder Song 

  -Avadim Hayinu 

  -Blessing for Candles on Yom Tov 

  -Basic Blessings for Holidays  
  -Blessings for Food 
   

Friday Night Service: 
  P.11 L’chu N’rananah chorus 

  P. 14 Yisichu Ha’Shamayim 

  P. 20 Rommemu 

  P. 28 Tzadik Ka’tamar 
  P. 39a Barchu 

  P. 41 Shema 

  P. 23 Lecha Dodi Chorus 

  P. 46 Vishamru Chorus 



Temple Sholom-Nitzanim Curriculum-Ilene Cohen 

  P. 52 Oseh Shalom 
 

Torah:  
Goals: 
-To instill that the Torah is the central text of Judaism and it is comprised of the 5 books 
of Moses: Bereishit, Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar, D’varim 

-To explore the Jewish values from the parshiot in Bereishit & Shemot 
 

Objectives: 
-Recite the 5 books of Moses in English and Hebrew in order 
-Articulate the main ideas, people and events from each book 

-Connect Jewish values to each parsha and how that Jewish value connects to  
their lives 

 

Holidays: 
Goals:  
-To understand the order of the Jewish holidays and which Jewish months correlate 
with each holiday. 
-To explore the rituals, customs and mitzvot of each Jewish holiday from Rosh 
Hashanah to Shavuot + Shabbat and how we can incorporate them into our Jewish 
holiday celebrations at home and in our community 

-To identify the Jewish values that are exemplified with each Jewish holiday 
 

Objectives: 
-Review and expand upon the symbols, rituals, customs and mitzvot associated  
with each holiday and the order of the Jewish year (including Shabbat) 
-Identify why we fulfill specific rituals, customs and mitzvot for each Jewish  
holiday 

-Participate in Jewish rituals, customs and mitzvot that are connected to each  
Jewish holiday at home and during community celebrations 

-Analyze the holidays through specific Jewish values that correlate with each  
holiday 

 

Israel: 
Goals:  
-To explore the borders, major cities and geographical locations that make up Israel 
-To understand that we as a Jewish people have biblical roots to the land of Israel 
-To understand that Israel is comprised of different religions, including Arab/Armenian 
Christians, Arab Muslims, Druze, Bedouin and Bahai, and all call Israel their home 

-To encourage an understanding of  the similarities and differences between Israeli and 
American Jews 

-To connect the biblical Israel to the modern state of Israel through Giburim 
 

Objectives: 
 -Create a Map of Israel with key cities and geographical landmarks in English &  

Hebrew 
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 -Integrate the biblical covenant between God and Abraham with the our roots to  
the state of Israel 

 -Articulate that Israel is the home of the Jewish people and other religions feel  
the same 

 -Discover the similarities and differences between Israeli and American Jews and  
their countries 

 -Realize that Moses brought the people to the Land of Israel in biblical times and  
that Herzl, Ben Gurion and Golda Meir helped to establish the modern state of  
Israel while Ben Yehuda established Hebrew as a living language 

 

Tefillah Exploration: 
Goals: 
To explore the value of prayer in Judaism and in our lives 
 

Objectives: 
-Discuss why people pray, what they pray for and how we pray at Temple 

Sholom 

-Interview the clergy, staff and community members about their personal beliefs  
and practices with prayer 
-Create their own siddur with keva and kavannah for Saturday morning  
-Participate in a weekly Tefillah experience 

-Integrating the values from our tefillot into action 
 

God: 
Goal: To explore God through prayer 
 

Objectives: 
 Identify the different names for God through prayer and the one that connects  

with them 

 Discuss why God is a central focus of our prayers  
 Create their own special prayer to God to use during the silent Amidah 
 

4th Grade: Relationships 

 Do I believe in God and what is my relationship with God? 

 Am I my brother’s keeper? (relationships with siblings, friends etc) 
 What is my relationship with our past, present and future Jewish community? 
 

Hebrew/Siddur:  
Goals: 
-To understand Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people and it has an alphabet just 
like the ABC with a specific order.  
-Instill in learners that through mastery of decoding Hebrew words they can participate 
in prayer, Hebrew Through Movement, and create a Hebrew vocabulary 

-To know that Hebrew is a living language both as conversational Hebrew in Israel and 
through prayer 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel  



Temple Sholom-Nitzanim Curriculum-Ilene Cohen 

-To explore the meaning of different brachot and prayers from the Friday night and 
Saturday morning service and personalize them.  
 

Objectives: 
-Review Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

 -Review Hebrew vowels and their sound  
 -Organize the Hebrew letters in alphabetical order 
 -Accurately combine vowels and letters to make syllables and Hebrew words 

 -Fluently read brachot and short prayers 

 -Identify key shorashim and their meanings 

 -Articulate the meaning of the different brachot and prayers that they are studying  
and how they personally connect to the prayers. 
-Write in Hebrew Script 
-Demonstrate that Hebrew is a living language utilizing Hebrew Through  
Movement 
-Participate in weekly tefillah and Hebrew through movement 
-Lead the following prayers, blessings and songs:  

  Sefatai Tiftach: Dalet 
  Blessings for Bread, Wine, Fruit, Bisamim, Baked Goods 

  Blessings for Wine, Fruit from the ground, Everything 

  Blessings for Matzah, Candles for Shabbat, Shofar 
  Blessing for listening to the Megillah, Shabbat candles, eating matzah, 
hearing shofar, lighting candles of Hanukkah, to put up a mezzuzah, put on a talit, 
shake the lulav 

  Barchu 

  Yotzer Or 
  Shema 

  V’ahavtah 

  Vayomer 
  Mi Kamocha-Saturday morning 

  Friday Night Kiddush*** important 
  Modeh Ani 
  Mah Tovu 

  *Units 11 & 12 should be done before unit 7 

  *Unit 6 should be left to the end if there is time 
   

  In Addition: 
  -Sefatai Tiftach-meaning of book/beginning of the Amidah 

  -Birkat Hamazon 

  -Hatikvah 

  -Havdallah 

  -Etz Haim He 

  -Al Shlosha Devarim 

  -Mah Nishtanah 

-10 plagues 

  -Review: Order of Seder, Avadim Hayinu, basic blessings 
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  -Eliyahu Hanavi & Dayanu  
 

  Friday Night Service: 
  L’chu N’ranah 

  Mizmor Shir L’yom Ha’Shabbat 
  Ma’ariv Aravim 

  Va’havta 

  Emet V’emunah 

  Mi Chamocha-Friday Night 
  Vishamru 

  Alienu  
  Yigdal 
  Friday Night Kiddish 

  *Plus anything that 3rd grade covered for the Friday night service 

-start with the new prayers 
 

Torah:  
Goals: 
-To instill that the Torah is the central text of Judaism and it is comprised of the 5 books 
of Moses: Bereishit, Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar, D’varim 

-To explore the relationship between God & ‘man’, ‘man’ & man’ from the parshiot in 
Shemot & Vayikra 
 

Objectives: 
-Recite the 5 books of Moses in English and Hebrew in order 
-Review the book of Bereishit 

 -Navigate the Humash to find the weekly parasha 

-Articulate the main ideas, people and events from each book 

 -Synthesize the concept of God & man’s relationship and man & man’s  
relationship with the ten commandments, the parshiot and to their lives through  
hevrutah and experiential activities (that connect the text to today) 

 

Holidays:  
Goals: 
-To understand the purpose of each Jewish holiday and how it fits into the Jewish 
calendar. 
-To explore the makeup of the Jewish calendar and how it is similar and different to the 
gregorian calendar. 
-To instill the purpose and historical background of every Jewish holiday 
 

Objectives: 
-Create their own Jewish calendar that includes all Jewish months, holidays, new  
months, leap year months and important symbols that represent each holiday in  
conjunction with the gregorian calendar 
-Explore where in Jewish text and history each Jewish holiday lies and why we  
continue to celebrate them today with our families and community 
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Israel: 
Goals:  
-To review the borders, major cities and geographical locations that make up Israel 
-To explore living with a Jewish calendar and a Jewish clock: Holidays, Shabbat, and 
Israeli Holidays 

-To immerse themselves in Israeli sights and sounds through art, dance, and music of 
Israel and its people 

-To understand the significant role Israeli Heroes placed in the creation of the modern 
state of Israel and the Heroes of today (political, social, sports, music/art-can introduce 
Maccabiah world games) 
 

Objectives: 
-Create a 3D map of Israel including cities, landmarks, geographical locations  
and borders in Hebrew & English 

-Identify the similarities and differences of how American Jews and Israeli Jews  
celebrate Jewish holidays and Israeli holidays 

-Experience Israeli art, dance and music through experiential learning  
-Meet and Greet the Heroes from the modern state of Israel from the beginning  
until today 

 

God: 
Goal: To explore all of the questions we have about God 
 

Objectives: 
-Articulate their current beliefs about God through writing and or art 
-Open to other’s opinions, ideas and beliefs about God 

-Wrestle with their questions and feelings about God in different situations (ex:  
miracles, when bad things happen etc.) 

 

5th Grade: Am Yisrael- Nation of Israel (Experience Modern Israel-book resource) 
 What defines Am Yisrael in Jewish text and today? What do they stand for? 

 Who makes up Am Yisrael and in what ways am I part of it? 

 Is Israel central to Am Yisrael, and if so how? 
 

Hebrew/Siddur:  
Goals: 
-Instill in learners that through mastery of decoding Hebrew words,  phrases and 
sentences they can participate in prayer, Hebrew Through Movement, and create a -
Hebrew vocabulary 

-To know that Hebrew is a living language both as conversational Hebrew in Israel and 
through prayer 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel  
-To explore the meaning of different brachot and prayers from the Friday night and 
Saturday morning service and personalize them.  
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Objectives: 
-Review Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

 -Review Hebrew vowels and their sound  
 -Accurately combine vowels and letters to make syllables and Hebrew words 

 -Fluently read brachot and prayers 

 -Identify key shorashim and their meanings 

 -Articulate the meaning of the different brachot and prayers that they are studying  
and how they personally connect to the prayers. 
-Demonstrate that Hebrew is a living language through Hebrew Through 
 Movement 
-Write in Hebrew Script 
-Participate in weekly tefillah and Hebrew through movement 
-Lead the following prayers, blessings and songs:  

  Sefatai Tiftach: Hay 

  *start with Units 12,11 and then 10, afterwards begin at unit 1 

  -If there is time do unit 9 

  Birkat Hamazon 

  Shalom Alechem 

  Lecha Dodi 
  Amidah 

   -Avot v’Imahot, G’vurot, Kedusha (Shabbat), Kedusha Ha’yom, 
 Birkat Hoda’ah, Birkat Shalom (Sim Shalom, Oseh Shalom,  
Shalom Rav) 

Halel  
 

  In Addition: 
  -Friday Night Kiddush 

  -Birkat Hamazon 

  -Passover: Review from grades 3 & 4, V’hee Sheamda 

 & Kiddush 
   

  Friday Night Service: 
  Arbaim Shanah 

  Shiru L’Adonai 
  Mizmor L’David 

  L’cha Dodi (all verses) 
  Ahavat Olam 

  Mi Chamocha 

  Vayomer 
  Hatzi Kaddish 

  Amidah 

  Vayechulu/Baruch, Magen Avot 
  Aleinu 

  Yigdal 
  *Review the Friday Night prayers from 3rd & 4th grades-start with new  

prayers 
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Torah:  
Goals: 
-To instill that the Torah is the central text of Judaism and it is comprised of the 5 books 
of Moses: Bereishit, Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar, D’varim 

-To explore the creation and journey of Am Yisrael from the parshiot in Vayikra & 
Bamidbar  
-To connect biblical Am Yisrael to the modern day Am Yisrael 
 

Objectives: 
-Recite the 5 books of Moses in English and Hebrew in order 
-Review the books of Bereishit & Shemot 

 -Navigate the Humash to find the weekly parasha 

-Articulate the main ideas, people and events from each book 

 -Connect to the relationship between God & Am Yisrael and the journey of Am  
Yisrael through the parshiot. 
-Analyze and relate to the parshiot through the method of hevrutah learning and  
experiential activities to connect the text to them  
-Articulate what Kashrut is, what it entails, where it comes from and why our  
Temple Sholom community keeps kosher 

 

Holidays: 
Goals: 
-To understand the purpose of each Jewish holiday using Jewish text and history and in 
accordance with Am Yisrael 
-To explore the different mitzvot that are associated with each holiday. 
-To understand and appreciate how Jews around the world celebrate each holiday 
(Shabbat) 
 

Objectives: 
-Create personal meaning to each holiday through mitzvot 
-Identify customs and rituals of how Jews celebrate holidays around the world 
and what the historic and religious significance are 

-Investigate each holiday and find the deeper meaning behind the purpose of 
each  holiday 

 

Israel: 
Goals: 
-To understand that Israel is a diverse society made up of many faces 

-To explore the timeline of aliyot and the impact on Israeli society 

-To discover the Jewish people’s relationships to Israel through texts (sacred and 
secular) 
  

Objectives: 
 -Identify the many faces of Israel, where they came from, what their stories are  

and how they have adjusted to the diverse Israeli society, known as a salad bowl  
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(Jews & non-Jews (Arab/Armenian Christians, Arab Muslim, Bahai, Druze,  
Bedouin, Filipino, African asylum seekers) 

 -Experience the unique contributions that each demographic brings to Israeli  
society in an experiential way 

 -Create an aliyah museum that showcases the unique contributions and  
traditions that each aliyah brought to Israel 

 -Create an interactive timeline that highlights and depicts the different aliyot and  
the important people and groups that lead each aiyah 

 -Link the different texts about Israel to the different aliyot and their personal  
connection to Israel 

 

History: Modern Israeli History 

Goals: 
-Explore the the history and culture of Israel through the lens of music throughout the 
decades of the modern state of Israel. 
-To connect to the people of Israel through music, a common language 

-To know the modern history of Israel, to better equip learners in uncovering the 
diversity of Israeli society 
 

Objectives: 
-Listen and Analyze Israeli music, to make connections to how this significant moment 
in Israel’s history expressed in the music has impacted Israeli society  
-Document understanding, questions and interesting facts about each Israeli song and 
how it relates to Israel’s history 

-Create a project focusing on one song and time period is Israeli history that showcases 
the impact of Israeli history on Israel’s culture and vise versa 
 

6th Grade: L’Dor Va’Dor-From Generation to Generation 

What connects us from generation to generation? 

How am I a link in the chain and what is my role as a Jew in this chain? 
 

Hebrew/Siddur:  
Goals: 
-Instill in learners that through mastery of decoding Hebrew words,  phrases and 
sentences they can participate in prayer, Hebrew Through Movement, and create a 
Hebrew vocabulary 

-To know that Hebrew is a living language both as conversational Hebrew in Israel and 
through prayer 
-We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel  
-To explore the meaning of different brachot and prayers from the Friday night and 
Saturday morning service and personalize them.  
 

Objectives: 
-Review Hebrew letters, name of letters and sounds 

 -Review Hebrew vowels and their sound  
 -Accurately combine vowels and letters to make syllables and Hebrew words 
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 -Fluently read brachot and prayers 

 -Identify key shorashim and their meanings 

 -Articulate the meaning of the different brachot and prayers that they are studying  
and how they personally connect to the prayers. 
-Demonstrate that Hebrew is a living language through Hebrew Through  
Movement 
-Write in Hebrew Script 
-Participate in weekly tefillah and Hebrew through movement 
-Lead the following prayers, blessings and songs:  

Sefatai Tiftach: Vav 

Torah Service 

Ain Kamocha 

Vayahia Ben soah Aharon 

Blessings for taking out the Torah & Romemu 

Torah Blessings 

Mishaberach for going to the Torah 

Mishaberach for the sick 

V’zot Ha’Torah 

Blessings before the Haf Torah 

Blessing after the Haf Torah 

Ashrei 
Yehalelu...Etz Haim Hei 
Ain Kelohainu 

Alienu 

Kadish Yatom 

Kaddish Derabanan 

Adon Olam 

Havdallah 

*Complete Unit 6 after unit 10, make sure to complete Unit 5 & 8 
 

In Addition: 
-Birkat Hamazon 

-Friday Night Kiddush 

-Passover: Review + Ha’lachma, Adir Hu, Echad Mi Yodaya 
 

Saturday Morning Service: 
Mah Tovu 

Baruch Sheamar 
Mizmor Shir 
Tzadik Katamar 
Hal’luyah 

Ashrei 
Shema v’ahavata 

Va Yomer 
Mi-Chamocha (Saturday) 
Ahavat Rabbah 
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Avot v’imahot 
G’vurot 
Kedusaha 

Ein Kamocha, Av Harachamim, va-yhi bin soa ha-aron 

Hatzi Kaddish 

Kaddish Shalem 

Ein Keloheinu 

Aleinu 

Adon Olam 
 

Torah: 
Goals: 
-To instill that the Torah is the central text of Judaism and it is comprised of the 5 books 
of Moses: Bereishit, Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar, D’varim 

-To explore the concept of ‘there are consequences for my ancestors actions and my 
actions’ through the parshiot from Bamidbar & D’varim  
 

Objectives: 
-Recite the 5 books of Moses in English and Hebrew in order 
-Review the books of Bereishit, Shemot & Vayikra 

 -Navigate the Humash to find the weekly parasha 

-Articulate the main ideas, people and events from each book 

 -Connect the concept of ‘there are consequences for my ancestors actions and  
my actions’ through the parshiot. 
-Analyze and relate to the parshiot through the method of hevrutah learning and  
experiential activities to connect the text to them  

 

Holidays: 
Goal: 
-To personalize how our ancestors, the generations that came before us, ourselves and 
future generations celebrated the Jewish holidays (+Shabbat) 
 

Objectives: 
-Recall the rituals, customs, mitzvot and calendar associated with each holiday 

 -Identify what our ancestors and generations before us did to celebrate the  
holidays and why 

 -Celebrate fully each Jewish holiday at home and at Temple Sholom 

-Brainstorm how Jewish holidays will be celebrated in America in the future 
 

Israel: 
Goals: 
-To explore the megillat yom ha’atzmaut and how it compares and contrast to the 
American declaration of independence 

-To understand that Israel is a Jewish and Democratic country 

-To be aware of the changing current events in Israel 
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Objectives: 
 -Analyze the Israeli and American declaration of independence and how they are  

similar and different 
 -Review the people who signed the declaration of independence and their roles  

within the modern state of Israel 
 -Define what it means for a country to be both Jewish and democratic  
 -Wrestle with the ongoing challenges and celebrating the gifts of Israel being 
both  

Jewish and democratic (example: the kotel) 
 -Compare and contrast the different democratic processes in Israel and in the US 

 -Distinguish between the different political parties, their leaders and platforms 

 -Participate in a mock session of the Israeli Knesset; representing the different 
 political parties and coalitions in order to vote on a current issue in the Israeli 
Knesset  

 -Compare different newspapers and how they report on current events in Israel 
 

Genealogy & Jewish American History: 
Goals: 
-To investigate our Jewish family histories, stories, life cycles events, and rituals and 
how we are connected to them 

-To understand why Jews moved to the United States at different points in America’s 
History (based on what was happening to Jews around the world) 
-To explore the different time periods in US History through a Jewish lens and the 
Jewish people who made a difference during those time periods  
 

Objectives: 
-Explain what genealogy is and why it is important 
-Collect basic information about their family members to create a family tree 

-Research their family members online 

-Collect family stories, jokes and recipes to share with the class and then be able  
to pass down to their children one day 

-Create a shadow box that details their family story from their perspective  
-Articulate why people immigrated to the US and what it was like to start anew 

-Identify the key Jewish figures in American History 

-Analyze important moments in American History through the perspective of  
Jews who had roles during those periods 

 

7th Grade: Kol Am Yachdav-We are all responsible for one another 

What does it mean to be responsible for one another? 

What role do mitzvot have in our lives and in our community? 

Is learning how to be responsible enough? 
 

Hebrew/Siddur: 
Goals: 
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Instill in learners that through mastery of decoding Hebrew words,  phrases and 
sentences they can participate in prayer, Hebrew Through Movement, and create a 
Hebrew vocabulary 

To know that Hebrew is a living language both as conversational Hebrew in Israel and 
through prayer 
We use prayer to connect to God, our community and Israel  
To explore the meaning of different brachot and prayers from the Friday night and 
Saturday morning service and personalize them.  
 

Objectives: 
-Accurately combine vowels and letters to make syllables and Hebrew words 

 -Fluently read brachot and prayers 

 -Identify key shorashim and their meanings 

 -Articulate the meaning of the different brachot and prayers that they are studying  
and how they personally connect to the prayers. 
-Demonstrate that Hebrew is a living language through Hebrew Through  
Movement and conversational Hebrew 

-Write in Hebrew Script 
-Participate in weekly tefillah and Hebrew through movement 
-Lead the following prayers, blessings and songs:  

  In Addition: 
-Birkat Hamazon 

-Friday Night Kiddush 

-Passover: Review + 4 children reading, Hallel & Chad Gadya 
 

Saturday Morning Service: 
Avot v’imahot 
G’vurot 
Kedusaha 

Ein Kamocha, Av Harachamim, va-yhi bin soa ha-aron 

Hatzi Kaddish 

Kaddish Shalem 

Mourners Kaddish 

Ein Keloheinu 

Aleinu 

Adon Olam 

Ashrei 
Birchot Ha’Shachar 
Baruch Sheamar 
Mizmor Shir & Tzadik Katamar 
Hal’luyah 

Ashrei 
Shema v’ahavata 

Va Yomer 
Mi-Chamocha (Saturday) 
Ahavat Rabbah 
Review Friday Evening service- (example: L’cha Dodi) 
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Conversational Hebrew 
 

7th Grade- Torah:  
Goals: 
-To instill that the Torah/Tanakh is the central text of Judaism and it is comprised of the 
Torah, 5 books of Moses: Bereishit, Shemot, Vayikra, Bamidbar, Devarim, Neviim and 
Ketuvim 

-To explore key prophets, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Deborah and Amos, within the 
Tanakh  
-To personalize the experiences of the prophets in how they connected to God and their 
community around them. 
 

Objectives: 
-Identify that the haftorah is comprised of Neviim, the book of prophets and  
Ketuvim, writings 

-Analyze the text of the prophets mentioned in the goal 
-Extract Jewish values and lessons from our prophets that we can identify with  
and apply to our lives 

-Connect to the different prophets through experiential learning 
 

Holidays: 
Goals: 
-To understand what are the responsibilities of every conservative Jew to celebrate 
each holiday (+Shabbat) 
-To explore the different texts where the Jewish holidays come from through an adult 
perspective 
 

Objectives: 
-Research the origins of the holidays and how the different text note the 
significance of each holiday 

-Analyze the stories, rituals, customs and mitzvot of each holiday in a mature  
way 

-Define our responsibilities for celebrating each holiday 

-Perform the mitzvot associated with each holiday and find a personal connection 
 

Israel: 
Goals: 
-To understand the movement of Zionism and how it created the modern state of Israel 
-To instill in our learners that Israel is at the forefront of innovative technology that is 
changing the world 

-To continue to be aware of the changing current events in Israel 
-To explore Jerusalem and Tel Aviv through their personalities, looking at art, music and 
culture 
 

Objectives: 
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-Define what Zionism is and identify the different types of Zionism and key figures  
within Zionism (cultural, religious, political, revisionist etc) 
-Represent the different types of Zionism at the 6th & 7th World Zionist Congress  
when Herzl proposed the Uganda plan 

-Research the Uganda plan to understand why the Zionist movement held fast to  
the land of Israel as the home to the modern state of Israel 
-Investigate the current and past technologies that Israel is inventing and how  
they impact our lives 

-Create your own dream technology and articulate how it would make the world a  
better place and assess if it has been invented 

-Compare different newspapers and how they report on current events in Israel 
-Research different art, music, dance, food and technologies that are reported on 

 in the Israeli newspapers 

-Experience Jerusalem and Tel Aviv through art, music and culture 
 

Holocaust: 
Goals: 
-To instill in our learners that word Holocaust is used to describe genocide around the 
world and the word Shoah is used to specifically describe the Jewish Holocaust/Shoah 

-To understand the important moments leading up to and during the Holocaust 
-To instill in our learners their responsibility to learn the stories of individuals (Jews & 
non Jews) who went through the Shoah, the righteous gentiles and the importance of 
continuing their legacies through their narratives 

-To know that ‘never again’ is not accurate and we have an obligation to help those who 
are systematically being persecuted today 
 

Objectives: 
-Differentiate between the vocabulary words: genocide, holocaust and shoah 

-Identify the key figures in the Shoah 

-Create an interactive timeline that deliniates the events leading up to and during 

 the Shoah 

-Explore the stories of individuals and groups that experienced the Shoah  
(survivors & righteous among the nations) 
-Retell the story of someone who was in the Shoah 

-Research the different holocausts that have happened since the shoah  
-Verbalize what my responsibility is to help other groups in need so this never  
happens again 

-Connect with a group that is suffering from ethnic, religious, or sexual orientation 

 persecution and provide help 
 

God: 
Goal: To explore the question, why do bad things happen to good people? 
 

Objectives: 
 -Debate God’s role in our everyday lives when bad things happen to good people  

(example: If people have free will is God really present in the decision making  
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process?) 
 -Personalize their own beliefs about God’s participation or lack thereof when  

something bad happens to someone 

 

 


